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ARCHAEOLOGY

TWO GEPIDIC AGE BURIALS
RECENTLY DISCOVERED AT ALBA
IULIA. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
ANTHROPOLOGICAL EVALUATION

Abstract: The article presents two inhumations discovered during rescue
archaeological excavations conducted at Alba Iulia, at the nearby site of
Apulum II. These are ascribed to the Gepidic period (5th-6th century AD),
which constitutes the main focus of the study, and are integrated into a
broader archaeological context characterised by extensive habitation during
this period. The first burial belongs to a mature male individual, placed in
supine position with the head oriented to the west, within a rectangular
pit. The grave had been disturbed in antiquity, with only a few coffin nails
identified. The anthropological analysis indicates an average-to-tall stature
and reveals evidence of pronounced dental wear and degenerative spinal
changes, consistent with age and lifestyle. The second burial belongs to an
adult female, placed in a similar position within an oval pit. The grave goods
comprise a decorated double-sided comb and an iron buckle. The grave goods
comprise a decorated double-sided comb and an iron buckle. The typological
analysis of the comb, characterised by decoration made in the “stab-and-
drag” technique and zigzag motifs, indicates a broad dating between the
second half of the 5th century and the 6th century AD. The authors place
the two graves within a more extensive Gepidic cemetery identified through
previous research in the area, with more than forty graves. Although the lack
of a complete publication of these finds hinders the reconstruction of the
cemetery layout, it is suggested that the analysed graves belong to one of its
peripheral areas. Traces of habitation were also identified nearby, indicating
the presence of local communities. In conclusion, the authors highlight the
high density of habitation in the Alba Iulia area during the 5th-6th century
AD and emphasize the role of Roman period infrastructure in shaping the
post-Roman settlement pattern. Moreover, they draw attention to the need
for systematic publication of finds for a better understanding of settlement

dynamics

Keywords: Apulum, Alba Iulia, Roman Dacia, graves, inhumation, burial set-ups,
the migration period, the Gepids.

INTRODUCTION

The two burials discussed herein have been yielded by the rescue
archaeological excavations conducted during the preliminary phase of the
investment project “Urban regeneration of the Olympic swimming pool zone by
landscaping green areas and building a sports and recreation base” in Alba Iulia
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city, at no. 3 Republicii Blvd., with the Alba Iulia Municipality
as beneficiary'.

The investigated land plot lies in the proximity of the
Olympic swimming pool in Alba Iulia Municipality (P1. 1/1),
within both the former courtyard of the property, on the
eastern and northern sides of the existing building, as well
as outside said courtyard, on same sides (P1. 1/2).

Geographically, the examined area is located in the
northern part of Alba Iulia Municipality (P1. 1/1), on a high
terrace set at approximately 3.2 km northwest of the Mures,
respectively at 2.1 km west of Ampoi stream.

The excavated area is situated by the limit of the
archaeological site Apulum II?, at ca. 1200 m north the
fortress of XIII Gemina® (Pl. 5) that yielded numerous
archaeologically important sites dated to several historical
periods (the Neo-Eneolithic period, the Bronze Age, Iron
Age I and II, the Roman and post-Roman periods (including
burials ascribed to the Gepids), respectively the early-
medieval period) with significant and important finds*, well
known among the specialists in the field.

According to all archaeological investigations conducted
in this geographical area, it may be noted that land had been
significantly and densely inhabited over a vast space and
for an extended period. This suggests that the area, located
within the current territory of Alba Iulia, has a remarkable
archaeological potential, including for the period of the
Migrations.

GENERAL DATA ON THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS

Subsequent to the archaeological investigations, a
number of two hundred and sixteen archaeological features
have been identified and comprehensively researched within
the perimeter of the investment project (see P1. 2/2), framed
chronologically to the Bronze Age, the Iron Age II, the Roman
and post-Roman periods, respectively the Modern period®.

The Bronze Age remains are represented by three features
(Features 9, 30 and 132), part of a settlement whose nucleus
lies on neighbouring plots, well-documented by previous
research. Additionally, we note the presence of Eneolithic
pottery fragments (of Petresti type) lacking an archaeological
context, likely entrained from the Lumea Noud site, located
not far from the area of interest here.

Among the few remains dated to the La Téne yielded by
the investigations here, we mention a horse burial (Feature
143)°. This adds to other two similar finds made in 2018 on
the neighbouring plot, where during 2018-2021 have been
investigated approximately one hundred and eighty features

! For additional information on the location, perimeter description,

research goals and description see BARCA et alii 2023, 75-77; BOUNEGRU
et alii 2023; PLANTOS et alii 2024, 207-208, 209-210.

2 OTA 2012.

3 MOGA 1998.

¢ For an overview of the research and finds in this area with complete
bibliography see BARCA et alii 2023, 76; PLANTOS et alii 2024, 208-209.

5 BARCA et alii 2023, 77-83; PLANTOS et alii 2024, 210-218.

¢ BARCA et alii 2023, 77, P1. 14; 32; 47/2; GUDEA et alii 2024.

related to an Iron Age II settlement that may be framed,
grosso modo, to the 2nd-1st century BC".

Roman date remains are statistically most numerous,
with burial features (graves or burial space set-ups) being
predominant. Approximately one hundred graves have been
identified and investigated, alongside several other finds
which, according to the shape and location of pits, are likely
infant burials that due to taphonomic factors or looting,
may explain the lack of skeletal remains or grave goods at
the time of excavation.

Synthetically, it is worth mentioning that inhumations
numerically predominate to the detriment of cremations,
with sixty-one inhumations and thirty-nine cremations
discovered. At first glance, inhumations may be attributed
to forty-eight children, while thirteen certainly belonged
to adult subjects®. Last but not least, we note the presence
of burial set-ups in the form of flat circular or rectangular
ditches®, some including graves within the interior of the
enclosures™.

The archaeological excavation addressed here also yielded
a series of finds dated to the post-Roman period (the 4th-
5th/6th century AD), consisting of both habitation and
burial structures. The first generally have a flat circular
opening, then a conical excavation, with the bottom sharp,
whose furnishing comprised animal bones, tile and building
material remains, originating from structures dismantled
during the Roman period.

The burial finds, referenced here in more detail, are
illustrated by two adult inhumations (Feature 11 and
192) and are part of the cemetery ascribed to the Gepids,
investigated nearby during the last decades.

Among Modern date finds, stands out a house, which on
the basis of the discovered artefacts, including a coin, dates
starting with the second half of the 18th century'?, being
uncommon for this area of the city, as the historical mapping
does not illustrate any inhabitancy nucleus for the respective
period of time.

GENERAL DATA ON THE GEPIDIC BURIALS
Grave 1 (Feature 11) (PL. 6)

Inhumation. Shape of the grave: rectangular with
rounded corners. Orientation: W-E. Dimensions: 1.84 x 0.60
m. Depth: 2.10 m from the level of identification. When

7 BARCA et alii 2023, 77.

8 BARCA et alii 2023, 78-81; PLANTOS et alii 2024, 211-218.

9 Burial set-ups, similar to the above mentioned, are recorded within
several sites from Pannonia, being frequently present in civil and military
cemeteries (BESZEDES/SZILAS 2006, 156-158; BESZEDES/SZILAS 2007,
239-240; MRAV 2010, 91, 94, Fig. 6; BONIS 1960, 93, Fig. 23; TOROK 1961,
65, 71, Fig. 20; ILON 2015, vii-viii, 94, Fig.3; UBL 1974, 421). Burial set-ups
with ditches of various flat shaped ditches, with or without graves inside are
frequent in the Sarmatian environment from both the north-Pontic area
and the Pannonian Plain (KULCSAR 1998, 35-40, 95-96, 111; BARCA 2015;
BARCA 2020; BARCA/COCIS 2013; BARCA et alii 2024, 179-185, Fig. 9-12;
BARCA/SYMONENKO 2009, 215-218).

10 BARCA et alii 2023, 79-80, P. 27; 31; PLANTOS et alii 2024, 214-215, P1.
XIX; XXI. Such burial set-ups were discovered at Alba Iulia and neighbouring
areas, excavated in previous years.

1 BARCA et alii 2023, 81, P1. 29.

2 BARCA et alii 2023, 82, P1. 33.
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excavated, another inhumation was disturbed (Feature 84)
oriented E-W (head eastwards), dated to the Roman period.

The grave had been disturbed in antiquity. In the western
wall of the burial pit, five iron nails from the coffin were

identified.

In the grave an adult individual was buried, placed in
supine position with the head oriented towards west. The
skeleton was relatively well preserved. The upper limbs were
flexed at the elbows with the hands placed on the pelvis,
while the legs were fully extended. The cranial vault was in
good condition, whereas the viscerocranium (facial area)
survived fragmentarily. Fragments of the zygomatic bone,
jaw and mandible were recovered, along with the cranial
vault and facial area fragments. Teeth show heavy wear
(dental formula 2123):

D. S.
M2, C, 12 PM2, M1, M3, M3
D. S.
M3, M1, PM2, PM1, 11,12, C, PM1, PM2,

GI12,11 M1, M2

Age estimation: the dental abrasion, ectocranial and endocranial
sutures (closed sutures) indicate an adult-maturus individual (aged
over 50).

Gender determination: long bone dimensions (femoris head
48mm), skull features (glabella, occipital protuberance, mandible
morphology, etc.) are indicative of a male individual.

Stature estimation: long bone dimensions (clavicular 137mm,
ulna 252mm, radius 239mm, humerus 312mm, humeri head
47mm, femur 447mm, femoris head 48mm, tibia 350mm,
calcaneus 86mm) evidence the stature of an average-high height
individual (1.66 m).

Pathology/ epigenetic marks: Dental abrasion (wear down
to the dentine and a fractured crown in the case of the maxillary
canine) suggests primitive diet based on raw food and poor-quality
cereals. Evidence of osteoarthritis may be noted in the atlas and
axis vertebrae (which are ossified), along with osteophytes on the
lumbar vertebrae (due to age and lifestyle).

Grave 2 (Feature 192) (P1. 7-8)

Inhumation. Shape of the grave: oval. Orientation: WSW-
ENE. Dimensions: 1.90 x 0.65 m. Depth: 0.25 m from the
level of identification. It was cut through a Roman period
trench (Feature 170).

In the grave an adult individual was buried, placed in
supine position with the head oriented towards WSW. The
skull was tilted to the left, the arms were stretched along the
upper body, and the legs were stretched.

From the fragmentary skeleton, fragments of the cranial
vault (temporal bone, parietal bone) and the facial area
(fragments of the mandible and maxilla) were identified™.

* Owing to the marked frailty of the bones at the time of discovery and
during the grave examination, the long bones no longer survived intact
when the anthropologic analysis was performed.
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Teeth of the mandible and jaw were recovered (dental
formula 2123):

D. S.
- PM2, M1
D. S.

M3 (fallen post
mortem), M1, PM2,
PM1, PM2, PM1

12 (fallen post
mortem), M1, C,
PM1, PM2

Postcranial skeleton: fragments of the upper limbs (humerus,
radius without superior epiphyses), pelvis fragments (ilium,
ischium), cervical and thoracic vertebrae and a calcaneus (bone
length 73 mm) were recovered. Fragments of the lower limbs were
identified: left and right femur without the lower portions (femoral
head diameter 41 mm) and the right tibia (bone length).

Age estimation: the skeleton belongs to an adult individual,
young (sutures are relatively open — over 30 years of age).

Gender determination: long bone dimensions (femoral head
diameter 41 mm) evidence the features of a female individual.

Stature estimation: dimensions of the surviving bones evidence
the stature of an average height individual (1.55 m).
Pathology/ epigenetic marks: an epigenetic variation is
noticeable on the skull: the metopic suture.

The graves goods include the following:

1. Bilateral comb, surviving fragmentarily (P1. 8/3-4),
discovered in the right shoulder area (P1. 8/4-5). It has
two rows of teeth and is composed of three layers (the
central plate and the two handle plates). The middle
plates of the handle are attached with four bronze
rivets. One of the plates, in very good condition,
is decorated with two rows of double incised lines
(shaped as successive dots), parallel and horizontal
(one on the edge and one in the middle) plus another
double zig-zag line on the other edge of the plate.
Other rows of double incised lines start obliquely from
the four corners of the plate. The decoration stands
out by very fine craftmanship (P1. 8/3-4).

2. Buckle with oval frame, made of iron (Pl. 8/1-2)
located near the right knee (P1. 7/5).

The comb from grave 2

Both grave goods from burial no. 2 belong to object types
commonly encountered in the archaeological material of the
Gepidic period.

Combs are among the most frequent grave goods of
this period, both in female and male burials; however, their
frequency within the different cemeteries varies on a rather
large scale.’® The earliest composite double-sided combs
are already attested in the Roman provinces from the late
4% century, particularly in Pannonia. Later, during the
5% century, this comb form became the most widely used
type in the Carpathian Basin®™. In the Gepidic milieu, their
popularity continued uninterrupted into the 6% century,

4 BONA/NAGY 171,97 ,2002, P1. 18.
15 See e.g. BIRO 2000, 171-172; OTTOMANYI 2001, 49-50; IVANISEVIC et
alii 2006, 35-36; MASEK 2016, 106.



when they represent the overwhelming majority of comb
finds from both cemeteries and settlements?.

A significant proportion of the double-sided combs are
decorated on one or, less often, on both side plates. The
ornamentation varies considerably, sometimes combining
different techniques and motifs. The comb from grave 2 at
Alba Iulia - Republicii Boulevard 3 is decorated using a single
technique. The decoration consists of double stab-and-drag
lines forming two wedge-shaped motifs at the ends, as well
as a zigzag and two straight lines on the surface of one of the
side plates.

The stab-and-drag decoration technique'” was popular
during the Late Roman period in both Pannonia and the
Hungarian Plain, mainly in the late Sarmatian milieu'®, and it
remained one of the common ornamental techniques during
the Gepidic period®. Nevertheless, certain differences can
be observed in the decorative motifs employed. In Pannonia,
this technique appears predominantly on combs with
semicircular handle?® and, to alesser degree, on double-sided
specimens?'. Albeit not unencountered, this ornamentation
is very rare on the territory of the Sintana de Mures-
Cherniakhov culture. In this context, it occurs mainly on
items with a single row of teeth and a semicircular handle
decorated with a stylized animal®.

In Transylvania, two such specimens are known from the
late Roman Imperial Age? and one from the D1 period. The
latter was discovered in the settlement at Suceag, in a possible
workshop area, alongside other combs and antler debris®.
Together with an item with a high handle decorated with
stag-and-drag lines combined with ring-and-dot motifs®,
it provides evidence for the local production of combs
decorated with the discussed technique at the end of the 4%
- beginning of the 5% century. Except for the specimen from
Sangeorgiu de Mures®, stag-and-drag decoration no longer
occurs on combs with semicircular handle in Transylvania
after the middle of the 5% century.

Both the straight and the double zigzag lines present on
the comb from Alba Iulia are characteristic of the Gepidic

6 As already evidenced by the first comprehensive collection of data on
the Gepidic Age cemeteries: CSALLANY 1961, 252. Since then, several new
studies and monographs confirmed these results: for a short overview see
B.TOTH 2022, 9-12.

7 Because it resembles the punched decoration applied to metal objects, it
is sometimes interpreted as an imitation of this technique: T. BIRO 2002,
43; PINTYE 2009, 171. For the different terms used for the stab-and-drag
decoration in the archaeological literature, see MASEK 2016, 133.

18 See e.g. PINTYE 2009, 171-172, Fig. 6-7; MASEK 2016, 153, Cat. no. 8,
Fig. 2/1.

1 T. BIRO 2002, 59; MASEK 2016, 133-136.

2 The combs with semicircular handle and stab-and-drag decoration were
considered of Pannonian origin by T. BIRO 2002, 59.

21 T, BIRO 2002, 43, Fig. 76-81.

2 Such combs are rather rare, their counterparts are known from Pannonian
sites: HOREDT 1982, 140-141, Fig. 56; T. BIRO 2002, 50-55; LAZARESCU/
OPREANU 2022, 418, P1. IV/1.

3 Targu Mures, grave 2: KOVACS 281-280,1915, Fig. 37; Medias: HOREDT
1941, 122, no. 4, Pl. 21/2. On the specimen from Medias the body of the
animal is filled with ring-and-dot motifs.

» LAZARESCU/OPREANU 416 ,2022, no. 1, Pl II/1; OPREANU/
LAZARESCU 97-96 ,2022, no. 1; PL V/1.

5 OPREANU/LAZARESCU 2022, 98-99, no. 3, PL. V/2.

% Both on the comb and the case it is combined with ring-and-dot
ornaments: DOBOS et alii 2021, 332, no. 3, Fig. 8/1, Fig. 9/3.

period, although a few earlier occurrences are known from
the Late Roman Imperial Age”. Usually, the side plates are
decorated either with a pair of zigzag lines separated by a
straight one or with a single framed zigzag line placed in the
central area. In this respect, the combination observed on
the comb from Alba Iulia is somewhat less usual. In some
cemeteries, specimens with stag-and-drag decoration are
the most frequent comb types?. The mapping of the pieces
discovered in the Hungarian Plain has revealed certain
regional preferences: in the Middle Tisza region typically the
entire side plates were decorated with different stag-and-
drag motifs, whereas in the southern area these were often
combined with incised decoration®.

Taking a closer look on Transylvania, it can be observed
that, for the moment, double-sided combs decorated with
stag-and-drag straight, zigzag, or wavy lines occur most
frequently in the valley of the Somesul Mic River and its
tributaries®, although a few specimens are also known from
Moresti® in the Middle Mures Valley and from southern
Transylvania®’. From the north-eastern area, such combs
are currently known from a single site, which appears to
have a slightly later chronological position®. Nevertheless,
given the current state of research and publication, this
distribution pattern remains uncertain for the time being.

From a chronological point of view, the comb from grave 2
is not suitable for a tighter dating than the period between
second half of the 5% century and the 6% century.

CONCLUSIONS

Even though the two burials are situated at a rather large
distance from one another, it seems that they were part of

?" E.g. from Nyiregyhaza-Cséaszarszallas, Site 137, feature no. 278 in late
Sarmatian context and from Mihilaseni, grave 309 in the Sintana de
Mures-Cherniakhov milieu: PINTYE 2009, Fig. 7/2; SOVAN 2009, 98, PL
174/3.

% E.g. at Szolnok-Szanda: BONA 2002, or Tiszaug: TOTH 2002, 13.

2 MASEK 2016, 136.

30 A few examples can be mentioned from the partially published site at
Floresti-Polus Center: two pieces decorated with straight and zigzag lines
were discovered in house Cx. 02B: LAZARESCU 2009, 321, P1. VII/1-2, and
one specimen in grave Cx. 41B: FERENCZ et alii 2009, P1. XVI/1, P1. XVIII/4.
A further comb decorated with straight lines combined with incised vertical
lines was published in an exhibition catalogue: POLUS 2008, 39, no. 131.
Another comb ornamented with zigzag lines is known from the cemetery
at Capusu Mare: SANTIERUL 1952, Fig. 1/16; DOBOS 2009, 220, Fig.
4/10. In the eastern area, three specimens can be mentioned from Iclod,
one discovered in grave 1 (here the stab-and-drag wavy lines are framed by
incised vertical lines): HICA-CIMPEANU 1978, 287, Fig. 2/1, and two in
the recently discovered, yet unpublished cemetery, graves Cx. 139 and Cx.
171: TRIF/GLIGOR 2022, P1. 11/8, P1. I1I/5. A further comb decorated with
straight and zigzag lines was discovered in house no. 2 at Taga: PROTASE
2003, 40-41, Fig. 28/3.

31 Graves 3 and 45. In the settlement it occurs on a comb with case,
discovered in house no. 10, where the stag-and-drag decoration consisting
of straight and wavy double lines is combined with incised lattice pattern:
HOREDT 1979, Fig. 72/3; 45/16; 81/10; P1. 42/10.

32 At Bratei, stag-and-drag horizontal lines framed by incised vertical lines
decorate a comb discovered in the area of cemetery 3, originating most
likely from a grave: BARZU 1991, 213, Fig. 3/3; 6/2. Other two specimens
come from settlement 1, houses 23 and 31: BARZU 1994-1995, Fig. 17/9,
11. A further comb decorated with a double zigzag line framed by incised
lines was discovered in grave 3 at Sanmiclius: ANGHEL/BLAJAN 1974,
325, Fig. 4/6.

33 Galatii Bistritei, graves 21 and 26: HARHOIU 2008, 199, Pl. 3/G21.1; 4/
G26.2.
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a larger cemetery, graves of which have been identified at
several points in the surroundings. Unfortunately, none
of these graves have been published so far; therefore one
must rely on data accessible from field reports, without the
possibility, for the moment, of reconstructing the plan of the
cemetery.

The first graves were discovered in 2006 during rescue
excavations preceding the construction of the Christian
Centre (Centrul Crestin PI.E.), located in the vicinity of the
area where the two burials discussed here were discovered,
to the north-west. Here, in the south-eastern area, 13
graves were unearthed®. Another 24 graves were discovered
in 2018-2021, during rescue excavations carried out for
the construction of the so-called “Centenar 1” residential
complex, located to the north®. Further burials were
identified to the east during rescue excavations undertaken
in 2021%¢. Two additional graves were discovered in 2025,
one to the north of the excavations carried out in 2018-
2021 and another during repair works undertaken on Alcala
de Henares Street?®.

Taking the above into consideration, these graves
most likely belonged to the same cemetery, whose extent
remains unknown. Up to date, more than 40 burials have
been identified. The internal structure of the cemetery
can be established only after the publication of the results
obtained from the aforementioned rescue excavations. For
the moment, one can only observe that the graves discussed
in this paper might be located in the peripheral area of the
cemetery, as they are rather scattered. It seems likely that
the community that buried its members here lived nearby,
as attested by several settlement features (dwellings,
pits etc.) unearthed during some of the abovementioned
excavations.

Besides this northern cemetery and settlement, other
find spots are also known within the territory of the city.
Unfortunately, the majority of them are still unpublished;
thus, it is difficult to obtain a more accurate picture. In
the vicinity of the former Roman legionary fort, two find
spots with funerary remains can be mentioned. A partially
excavated cemetery was identified on Horea Avenue, nos. 22
and 22A, consisting to date of 41 graves®. Four burials were
discovered in the Unirii Park, west of the Roman military
fort, during the rescue excavation preceding the construction
of the artesian fountain situated in the centre of the park®.
It seems plausible that these funerary discoveries can be
connected to the settlement features discovered inside the

3 INEL/GLIGOR 2007.

% Unpublished, excavation by R. I. Ota, I. A. Lascu, and G. V. Bounegru.
Information kindly provided by Dr. Radu Ota, to whom we also extend our
thanks on this occasion.

% Unpublished, excavation by G. Cupcea, A. I. Bobing, B. Bobina, D. G.
Bogdan, M. Gui, S. A. Manolescu, A. Fetcu, M. C. Marton, B. V. Paclisan, I. A.
Lascu, G. V. Bounegru. We gratefully acknowledge the information provided
by Bogdan Piclisan and Ana Fetcu.

37 Unpublished, excavation by C. Plantos, V. Barca, R. Trif, D.-C. Tutuianu.
% Unpublished, excavation by M. Gligor and R. Trif. Information kindly
provided by Raul Trif, to whom we are grateful.

39 18 graves were discovered in 2004: POPA et alii 2004, 208-210; further
23 burials were identified in 2019: unpublished, mentioned in BALTES et
alii 2022, 238, footnote 54.

40 INEL et alii 2007, 61.
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Citadel, that is, within the territory of the legionary fort.
Traces of habitation from the 5%"-6" centuries have been
identified mainly in the south-western area, consisting of
a layer and traces of sunken houses, most of them at least
partially destroyed by later features®'.

A third group of find spots is situated in the south-
western area of the city. The recently discovered female
burial on Barndusei Street, no. 51, appears to be a solitary
grave.”? In the same area, east of this grave, another group
consisting of 12 burials was discovered at the site called
Recea-Monolit or Dealul Furcilor-Monolit*. In this area, a
settlement generally dated in the 4"-6™ centuries has also
been partially excavated*.

Even though the actual state of research does not permit
the drawing of firm conclusions regarding the settlement
pattern within the territory and surroundings of the former
Apulum, the situation presented above suggests that several,
probably rather small communities lived in the area during
the 5%-6" centuries. Since none of the sites have been
exhaustively excavated and published, the chronological
relationship between them remains uncertain. It can be
presumed that, at least partially, these communities existed
simultaneously. In any case, the density of finds indicates
rather intensive habitation and, at the same time, underlines
the importance of the area.

This situation cannot be merely accidental; the remains of
the Roman infrastructure undoubtedly had a crucial impact
on the evolution of the settlement pattern of the period. In
general, the former cities of Roman Dacia, situated along the
most important communication routes, can be considered
focal points of the settlement structure during the Gepidic
period®. It suffices to mention here the valley of the Somesul
Mic River, with the well-known princely graves from Apahida
and other important sites in the surroundings of the ancient
city of Napoca®. Similarly, several settlement and funerary
finds are known both from the legionary fort at Potaissa
and its surroundings®’. It is the task of future research to
investigate in greater detail the correlations between the
Roman infrastructure and the post-Roman settlement
structure on the territory of the former province of Dacia.
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66. A few artefacts discovered in the settlement and the cemetery were
included in an exhibition catalogue: GEPIZII 2011, 164-167, nos. 223-231.
The combs from this site were published in a separate paper: BOUNEGRU/
OTA 2006.

45 The exceptions (e.g. Porolissum, Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa, Micia) can
be explained by geographical and topographical reasons.
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Pl 1. Area layout plan (1) and aerial photo of the excavated perimeter (2) (after BARCA et alii 2023).
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Pl. 2. Site plan of the excavated perimeter with the investigated areas/perimeters (1) and layout of features (2).
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PL. 3. Aerial photo of area 1 (1) and area 2 (2) (after BARCA et alii 2023).
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Pl 4. Aerial photo of area 3 (1) and area 4 (2) (after BARCA et alii 2023).
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PL. 5. Location of the northern cemetery in relation with the remaining sites of Apulum (after BARCA et alii 2023).
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Pl. 6. Grave no. 1 (Feature 11).
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Pl. 7. Grave no. 1 (Feature 125).
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Pl. 8. Buckle iron (1-2) and bone comb (3-4) from grave no. 2 (Feature 192).
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