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MYCENAEAN FEMALE FIGURINE 
AND ZOOMORPHIC VESSEL 
IN THE AYASULUK HILL IN 
WESTERN ANATOLIA

Abstract: A Mycenaean Psi-type figurine was discovered during archaeological 
excavations at Ayasuluk Hill in Western Anatolia in 2021. The Ayasuluk Hill 
Psi-type figurine is distinct from conventional Psi-type figurines regarding its 
production features. The horizontal ornamentation of the painted bands encir-
cling the front and back of the body contrasts with the decorating of typical psi 
type figures. Consequently, there is no precisely similar decoration in the late 
Psi type figurines, when multiple patterns were experimented with. Therefore, 
the Ayasuluk Hill figurine, indicative of regional or local production, must be 
evaluated separately from an imported and standardized Psi type figurine. 
The figurines were probably fabricated in the same workshops, similar to how 
Mycenaean pottery was locally produced on the Aegean islands and the western 
Anatolian shores. The Ayasuluk Hill Psi-type figurine was likely produced in a 
same workshop.
The zoomorphic vessel from Ayasuluk, despite the absence of most of its com-
ponents, can be inferred to have belonged to a bird askos based on certain basic 
features. The askos pieces exhibit the clay, slip, and painting attributes charac-
teristic of Mycenaean pottery concerning technique and production. It is pos-
ited that the Ayasuluk bird askos arrived at the settlement via a link originating 
from Southern Greece or the Aegean Islands. Considering thus far, one might 
suggest the LH IIIC Middle and Late periods.
Despite the absence of LBA architecture on Ayasuluk Hill, the finding of the 
psi figure necessitates an explanation involving individuals of Aegean descent. 
Furthermore, it should not be disregarded that highlighting the presence of 
individuals of Aegean background does not inherently imply an extended resi-
dency in this site. Such figurines should also be present in instances of short-
term residence inside the city. Regrettably, because to the mixed context of the 
psi type figurine and zoomorphic vessel, it is impossible to acquire more exten-
sive information regarding their exact functions and the identities of their own-
ers. Currently, the Mycenaean discoveries from the 1963 excavation reveal indi-
cations of the religious practices of the Aegean inhabitants on Ayasuluk Hill. 
Nevertheless, it would be inadequate to elaborate further on their dimensions. 
Upcoming archaeological discoveries on Ayasuluk Hill may provide further 
insights on the Mycenaean presence in the settlement.

Keywords: Mycenaean, Aegean, Late Bronze Age, Figurine, Askos.

INTRODUCTION

This study will introduce a Mycenaean female figurine and a zoomorphic 
vase discovered on Ayasuluk Hill and will typologically explore and evaluate 
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their context within the Aegean World. The initial figurine is 
a female representation discovered in Ayasuluk during the 
2021 archaeological excavation season. The second consists 
of the remains of an incompletely recovered zoomorphic 
vessel. It was discovered during the 1990 excavation season, 
and no assessment or commentary regarding its chronology 
or prior presence has been provided. The evaluation of these 
artifacts on Ayasuluk Hill will be based on the findspots and 
functions of their counterparts beyond Greece.1 

MYCENAEAN ARTIFACTS FROM AYASULUK HILL

Although local Late Bronze Age pottery and Mycenaean 
pottery have been found at Ayasuluk Hill near ancient 
Ephesus in Western Anatolia, no Late Bronze Age architec-
tural layer has yet been discovered (Fig. 1). Mycenaean pot-
tery was found in grid squares S 22 and S 23 on the hill adja-
cent to the citadel, while the female figurine was located in a 
mixed context within grid square S 23, level 49.22.

Fig. 1. Ayasuluk Hill.

The unearthed Mycenaean female figurine belongs to the 
Psi type (Fig. 2a-b, 3). The figurine is composed of red clay 
and light beige slip. The figurine features a crescent-shaped 
body with a thin, elongated cylindrical neck extending from 
the center.

The neck is fractured in two, and its head remains unre-
covered. The arms’ extremities taper as they ascend from 
either side. Her left arm is slightly longer than her right. The 
figurine is fractured at the neck and at the waist beneath the 
body. The figurine features a pair of breasts appliquéd on the 
front and center of its body.

Semicircular painted bands on the front and back dimin-
ish in size as they ascend from the waist to the torso. 
Horizontally similar painted bands were applied to the neck. 
Blackish-brown paint was applied over light brown slip on 
the front of the figurine, while reddish light brown paint was 
applied to the rear.

Features of the figurine: Height: 4.3 cm, Width: 5.5 cm, 
Wall: O.6 cm (arms), 1.3 cm (torso), 0.9 cm (neck), Clay: 2.5 

1  We would like to express our deep gratitude to Prof. Dr. Robert Koehl, Dr. 
Konstantinos Paschalidis and Prof. Andreas Vlachopoulos for their sugges-
tions and comments regarding the essay.

YR 5/6 red, Slip: 5 YR 7/3 pink, Color: 2.5 YR 2.5/1 reddish 
black (front), 2.5 YR 5/6 red (rear)

Fig. 2a-b. Ayasuluk Hill Psi Type Figurine.

Fig. 3. Ayasuluk Hill Psi Type Figurine.

The second one can be classified as a zoomorphic 
Mycenaean vessel. The Ayasuluk zoomorphic vessel is a hol-
low object. The orifice of Mycenaean zoomorphic rhyta is 
typically open, with the inside being hollow and covered by 
a thin wall.

Considering the absence of most of its components, it is 
plausible to infer that it was part of an animal-shaped ves-
sel, specifically a bird askos, based on a few basic features. 
(Fig.  4). Regrettably, no artifact indicating the mouth or 
the aperture for liquid ingress in the animal-shaped vessel 
(rhyta) have been unearthed. The fragments of the vessel 
exhibit the clay, slip, and decorative attributes indicative 
of Mycenaean pottery regarding technique and production. 
Among the four artifacts discovered in prior excavations, 
Piece no. 1 is likely associated with the back and body. The 
reverse side of the form is adorned with continuous black 
horizontal lines and dots. The tip and tail exhibit a modest 
upward curvature.
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Rises from the tip to the front of the back. The front part 
of the back is broken. The black semicircles coming out of the 
body connect with the back. The “S” or worm motif between 
the semicircles at the tip is surrounded by dots. The surface 
has a pale yellow slip. The second piece belonging to the body, 
Piece no. 2, has semicircles on the outside of the roughly eye-
shaped motif coming out of the thick black band. The body 
piece no. 3 contains semicircular decorations. It is seen that 
the decoration in piece no. 2 continues in this piece. No. 4 is 
another body piece. Like the other pieces, it has a pale yellow 
slip.

The zoomorphic vessel (bird askos) is from grid square 
S 22 on Ayasuluk Hill, where Mycenaean pottery were also 
found. As can be understood, grid square S 22 is the sec-
tion where the Late Bronze Age findings and especially the 
Mycenaean activities in the settlement are most intense on 
Ayasuluk Hill. 

Features of the zoomorphic vessel (bird askos): Clay: 10 
YR 7/3 very pale brown, Slip: 10 YR 7/4 very pale brown, 
Color: 10 YR 2/1 black, No.1: Height: 2.8 cm, Width: 9.6 cm, 
Wall: 0.3  cm; No.2: Height: 3.6  cm, Width: 4.5  cm, Wall: 
0.3  cm; No.3: Height: 2  cm, Width: 2.9  cm, Wall: 0.3  cm; 
No.4: Height: 2.6 cm, Width: 3.4 cm, Wall: 0.3 cm

 

Fig. 4. Ayasuluk Hill Zoomorphic Vessel (Bird askos).

PSI TYPE FIGURINES IN THE AEGEAN 
WORLD AND THEIR COMPARISON 
WITH THE AYASULUK FIGURINE

Mycenaean female figurines are categorized into three 
primary groups: Phi, Psi, and Tau figurines. A chronologi-
cal development process exists among these three distinct 
groups.2 Initially, Psi type figurines emerged in the Aegean 
World as hollow forms in Greece during the LH IIIA2 period 
at Mycenae. Standard Psi type figurines were also found in 
Argos, Prosymna, Berbati, and Mycenae, especially from 
the LH IIIB period. The production of this kind of figurines 
appears to be increasing.3 The psi type figurines show a 

2  FRENCH 1971, 1981, Fig.1.
3  FRENCH 1971, 126–127, 129.

chronological development and transformation process.4 In 
a study carried out by French, figurines of these types were 
categorized as Hollow Psi type, Psi Type, High-waisted Psi 
type, and Late Psi type.5 This classification also offers a time-
line related to Mycenaean pottery.

Multiple variants of the Psi type exhibit formal variations 
in the body, head, arms, and height, alongside diverse con-
figurations concerning applied motifs. In particular, there 
are instances from Mycenae in the Hollow Psi form, where 
the arms ascend vertically on both sides like ears6. In canoni-
cal Psi type figurines, a crescent-shaped body, arms extend-
ing from both sides, vertical painted band lines on the body, 
and a cylindrical stem adorned with vertical painted bands 
are typical production features.7 Among the early forms (LH 
IIIA2 period), there are Psi type examples that are small, 
have protruding arms, and lack the crescent shape.8 In cer-
tain late examples (Late Psi type), the arms of some figurines 
can elevate sufficiently to reach their heads.9 The necks of 
certain Psi type figurines are noticeably longer than those 
of their counterparts.10 Upon examination of the bodies, it 
is observed that while the crescent form is the predominant 
shape, as defined in Mastos-Berbati, Psi type figurines are 
also produced in “V” or “U” shapes based on the anatomical 
characteristics.11

In the Late Psi style, with vertical and vertically wavy line 
embellishments on the body, horizontally parallel, approxi-
mately semicircular ornaments encircling the body were uti-
lized as well.12 Nonetheless, vertical lines were further uti-
lized between these semicircles.13 Miniature figurines featur-
ing bodies adorned with vertical and horizontal lines are also 
found in Aigeira.14 The type also exhibits various ornamenta-
tion on the body. The Late Psi Type figurines from Lefkandi 
feature cross-painted, dotted, chevron, or wavy ornamen-
tation.15 A figurine from Phocis16 features horizontal semi-
circles and dot-decorated variations on its surface, while a 
figurine from Midea17 is adorned with the craftsman’s brush 
strokes, exhibiting irregular, diagonal lines. The Late Psi 
Type figure from Mitrou features a distinct ornamental pat-
tern of dots and interconnected oval shapes.18

The neck of the Ayasuluk Hill Psi type figurine is broken 
although it seems to feature a horizontal band encircling the 
neck. One might say that such an application was utilized 
in every phase of Psi-type figurines. This horizontal band 
serves as a border line denoting the end of the body in Phi 
and Psi types. Production features reveal variations in form 
and design among Psi type figurines from the LH IIIA2 to LH 
IIIC periods. To facilitate comparison, it is essential to assess 

4  FRENCH 1981, Fig.1; 2016, 60, Fig.1.
5  FRENCH 1971, 126–142.
6  FRENCH 1971, Pl.18c,39.428.
7  FRENCH 1971, 128–131, Fig. 8, Pl.19a
8  KONSOLAKI-YANNOPOULOU 2016, 157–169, Fig. 10.14–15.
9  FRENCH 1971, Pl.21.13.
10  KONSTANTINIDI-SYVRIDI/PASCHALIDIS 2015, 421, Fig.21a-b.
11  WEIBERG 2009, 68, Fig.5. 
12  FRENCH 1971, Pl.21.16–17.
13  FRENCH 1971, Pl.21.20–21.
14  ALRAM-STERN 2007, 17, Fig.3.3.
15  EVELY et alii 2006, Pl. 73.14–24.
16  SIDERIS et alii 2017, Fig.20b.
17  DEMAKOPOULOU et alii 2009, Fig. 47. 
18  KRAMER-HAJOS/O’NEILL 2008, 220, Fig. 41, D121
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the Psi figurines discovered in the settlements of the East 
Aegean – West Anatolian Interface.19 In the Aegean Islands, 
Mycenaean figurines have been discovered in various set-
tlements. A Late Psi Type figurine featuring parallel cross-
bands was located in Lemnos-Koukonisi20 in the north, while 
another Late Psi Type figurine, composed of light gray clay 
with an orange surface, devoid of painted decoration and 
exhibiting broken arms, was found in Chios.21 It cannot 
be claimed that both figurines substantially resemble the 
Ayasuluk Hill figurine regarding their overall features. The 
figurine from Psara-Archontiki is of the Late Psi type, featur-
ing outstretched arms, a body adorned with cross-painted 
bands, and a short stem.22 The single horizontal neck deco-
ration, the elongated shape of the arms, and the embellish-
ments on the torso exhibit traits that distinguish them from 
the Ayasuluk Hill figurine.

Two Psi-type figurines with elongated arms arranged in a 
“V” configuration were discovered in separate tombs in Cos-
Langada23; nevertheless, they do not bear resemblance to the 
Ayasuluk Hill figurine in terms of form. In Western Anatolia, 
several Psi type figures have been discovered in the exca-
vations at Troy24, Liman Tepe25, Miletos26, and 
Iasos27. The Psi type figurine from Troy is a head-
less, stemless body fragment with fractured arms. 
It contrasts with the Ayasuluk figurine in its pro-
duction, which is featuring gray clay and a yellow 
slip surface.28 The Troy figurine exhibits a thinner 
frame and lacks a crescent shape, distinguishing its 
production style from that of the Ayasuluk figurine 
due to differences in clay qualities.

The initial Psi type figurine discovered in 
Limantepe is a headpiece. While a general com-
parison with the Ayasuluk figurine is impractical a 
resemblance can be drawn with its dark pink clay 
and beige/cream slip.29 The second is a Late Psi 
Type figurine showing a body and stem with bro-
ken arms. This sample lacks the typical body adorn-
ment found in Mycenaean psi type figurines.30 While the Psi 
type figurines discovered in Miletos is classified as a local 
fabrication, it seemingly has traditional painting and decora-
tive components than the Ayasuluk example.31 The figurine 
possesses arms that extend beyond the neck. The body fea-
tures vertical and diagonal painted stripes. In light of these 
attributes, it diverges from the Ayasuluk Hill Psi type figurine 
regarding its stylistic aspects. In Iasos, located further south, 
the Psi type figurine, characterized by its beige slip and dark 
brown paint, is produced from local clay and contains thick 

19  MOUNTJOY 1998, Fig.1, 9.
20  ΜΠΟΥΛΩΤΗΣ 1997, 267, Fig. 28
21  HOOD/CLUTTON-BROCK/BIALO 1982, 629, Pl. 131.16.
22  ΓΡΗΓΟΡΙΑ∆ΟΥ 2006, 102–103.
23  MORRICONE 1967, 235, Fig. 256a-b; 249, Fig. 275.
24  SCHMIDT 1902, 171, Fig. 3562.
25  GÜNEL 1998, 29, Lev. 2; ERKANAL 2008, 95–96.
26  NIEMEIER 2007, 15.
27  BENZI 1999, 276.
28  SCHMIDT 1902, 170–171, Fig. 3562.
29  GÜNEL 1998, 25, 30, Lev. 1–2.
30  MANGALOĞLU-VOTRUBA 2011, 51, Res.6a.
31  GÖDECKEN 1988, Pl.19f.

vertical painted bands on its body, contrasting it from the 
Ayasuluk Hill figurine in overall characteristics.32 

For use in comparison, while it does not quite match a 
figurine, the body of the huge Psi type figurine from the LH 
IIIC period at Tiryns and the two arms extending in a cres-
cent form exhibit similarities.33 A vague resemblance to the 
decoration on the Ayasuluk Hill figurine can be observed on 
a Psi type figure from Lerna. The object features a densely 
painted black semicircle on its body.34 

The body of the Late Psi type figurine from Amyklai shows 
a similar basic design. The arm openings and the chest paint-
ing with two appliques are analogous, although they diverge 
with the vertical wave motif on the torso.35 The horizontal, 
semicircular design shown on another figurine from Amyklai 
closely resembles the decoration of the Ayasuluk Hill figu-
rine, however it is distinguished by vertical lines and dots36 
(Fig.  5). The initial of the two Psi-type figurines found in 
Tiryns belongs to the Late Psi B category. This serves as an 
exemplary comparison, with semicircular patterns on its 
surface. The two breasts on the figurine’s body are painted 
similarly to those on the Ayasuluk figurine37 (Fig. 6). The sec-

ond is a Late Psi C1 figurine adorned with randomly arranged 
semicircular motifs on its surface. The consecutively painted 
semicircular designs diminish in size near the neck of the 
figurine. Nonetheless, they were executed with considerable 
negligence.38 (Fig. 7).

The parallel semicircular ornamentation on the front and 
rear of the Ayasuluk Hill figurine indicates a distinct varia-
tion. Vertical lines, waves, and parallel cross lines are the 
predominant and favored embellishments on Psi Type figu-
rines.39 The Ayasuluk Hill figurine is a significant exemplar 
of the diverse regional creations of Psi type figurines. The 
figurine embodies the craftsman’s personal style through its 
form and decorative components.

32  BENZI 1999, 276, Fig.2; 2019, 423, Fig. 42.
33  DIVARI–VALAKOU 1989, 95–97, Fig. 25.
34  WIENCKE 1998, 204, Fig. 47.M60.
35  FRENCH 1971, Pl.21, a2.
36  FRENCH 1971, Pl.21.
37  VETTERS 2019, 789, DB-Nr. 1726. 
38  VETTERS 2019, 189, DB-Nr. 396.
39  EVELY et alii 2006, Pl. 72. 6–7, 9–11; Pl. 73. 14, 18; TZAVELLA-EVJEN 
2014, Cat. 155, 159, 165, 168, 170, 173–173.

Fig. 5. Late Psi 
Type Figurine from 
Amyklai (FRENCH 

1971, Pl.21.20).

Fig. 6. Late Psi Type 
Figurine from Tiryns 

(VETTERS 2019, 
789, DB-Nr. 1726)

Fig. 7. Late Psi 
Type Figurine from 
Tiryns. (VETTERS 
2019, DB-Nr. 396).
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ZOOMORPHIC VESSELS IN THE AEGEAN 
WORLD AND THEIR COMPARISON WITH THE 
AYASULUK ZOOMORPHIC VESSEL (BIRD ASKOS)

Upon examining the issue of animal-shaped vessel forms, 
it is evident that zoomorphic rhyta of different styles were 
widely used in Crete during the Neo-Palatial period.40 Animal-
headed rhyta has significant importance among Mycenaean 
zoomorphic vessels. Bull head-shaped rhytha were widely 
distributed in Crete, Rhodes, the Dodecanese, and Cyprus41, 
while ram and lion head-shaped rhytha have also been dis-
covered throughout the Eastern Mediterranean42. Hedgehog-
shaped rhyta, classified as zoomorphic vessels, were discov-
ered in numerous cities in the Eastern Mediterranean, par-
ticularly in Ugarit and Greece, dating to the LH IIIA2-IIIB1 
periods.43 Moreover, fish-shaped rhyta from Ugarit feature 
similar designs found in the Mycenaean pottery repertory.44 

The Ayasuluk Hill zoomorphic vessel can be compared 
to Late Bronze Age bird askoi that originated in the Aegean 
World. Piece no. 1 possesses a horizontal and elongated 
back, a characteristic frequently observed in bird askoi45 
within zoomorphic vessels.46 The sequential black horizontal 
line/dot decoration on the reverse of piece no. 1 is a tech-
nique employed on bird askoi. In the bird askoi of the LH IIIC 
period, the body expands from the lower back to the sides, 
assuming a spherical form, with the spout positioned cen-
trally on the back and the head at the opposite end47 (Fig. 8). 
The liquid exits the askos through the beak section.48 The 
subtle rise of the tip and tail of Piece no. 1 is an additional 
feature observed in bird askoi.49

Fig. 8. Bird askos from Achaia Clauss 
(PASCHALIDIS 2018, 173, Fig. 330). 

It is also possible to see the black horizontal line/dot 
decoration applications on the backs of Mycenaean female 
40  KOEHL 2018, 64.
41  KOEHL 2006, 128, Cat. 355–359; 208, Cat. 1095.
42  KOEHL 2006, 129–130, Cat. 361–368.
43  KOEHL 2006, 79–81, Cat. 44–53; HIRSCHFELD 2000, 128, Fig.21. Cat. 
no. 297; Fig. 22. Cat. no. 298.
44  HIRSCHFELD 2000, 129, Fig. 22. Cat. no. 301–302; KOEHL 2006, Pl. 27. 
339.
45  Bird askoi of this type are defined as rython. Ps. VLACHOPOULOS 2012, 
116.
46  VERMEULE 1960, 12, Pl. 4. Fig. 31, No. 45; PASCHALIDIS/MCGEORGE 
2009, 99, Fig.  14a; PASCHALIDIS 2018, 173, Fig.  330; ΒΙΚΆΤΟΥ 2021, 
554–555, Εικ.7g.
47  PASCHALIDIS 2018, 173, Fig.  330; VLACHOPOULOS 2006, Pl.  47. 
1735; 48. 1802; 2019, 168, Cat. No. 82; KOEHL 2006, 83, Cat. 68; PAPADO-
POULOS 1991, 33, Pl.1c.
48  VLACHOPOULOS 2012, 116.
49  PASCHALIDIS 2018, 187, Fig. 360.

figures50. It is also an arrangement used on the back of ani-
mal figurines and seated figurines51. Similarly, the nose 
bridge of the bull head shaped rhyton from a tomb in 
Enkomi is slightly elevated and has parallel painted lines, as 
in Piece No. 152. It is understood that the back begins to rise 
from where the spine breaks, this part should be the begin-
ning of the handle of the vase. The closeness of the distance 
from the tail to the handle is similar to the bird askos from 
Rhodes-Ialysos.53

Fig. 9a-b-c. Ayasuluk Hill Zoomorphic Vessel (Bird askos).

It is possible to see similar “S” or worm motif and dot 
marks around it in Piece No.1 on unusual animal figurines 
from Mycenae54 (Fig. 9a-b). Dot decorations are also used on 
the heads of bull figurines55.

In bird askos, semicircles on the shoulder under the back 
are a preferred motif.56 In Piece no. 2, the motif with an 
eye-shaped interior and semicircles on the outside (Fig. 4.2) 
can be compared with the FM 43 isolated semicircles (43c, 
and especially 43.27) decoration in the Mycenaean pottery 
repertoire. In addition to its use in Greece57, this decora-
tion extends to Western Anatolia and Cilicia. It can be seen 
in a Mycenaean form in Limantepe58 and on LH IIIC jugs 
in Tarsus-Gözlükule59. When we want to compare based on 
more specific features, a similar decoration (FM 43 isolated 

50  FRENCH 1971, Pl. 16b; WEIBERG 2009, 65, Fig. 2.7, 69, Fig. 6.3;TAMVAKI 
1973, 211, Fig. 3.11; VETTERS 2019, 1274, DB-Nr. 2995. 
51  FRENCH 1971, Pl. 25e, 53.619, Pl. 26d; TAMVAKI 1973, 221, Fig. 8.45; 
BADRE/CAPET/VITALE 2018, Pl. XLVI.530 
52  KOEHL 2006, 128–129, Pl.29.359.
53  MAIURI 1926, 173, Fig. 100.
54  FRENCH 1971, Pl.26a, 54.79.
55  THOMAS 2011, Fig. 28.325. 
56  PASCHALIDIS 2018, 173, Fig. 330; 187, Fig. 360.
57  DEMAKOPOULOU 2007, 174, Fig. 21.
58  MANGALOĞLU-VOTRUVA 2012, Lev. 164f.
59  MOUNTJOY 2005, Fig. 2.20, 24.
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semicircles) is found on the body of a horse shaped rhyton 
dated to the LH IIIC period from a chamber tomb in Ialysos60. 
When examined in terms of general characteristics, it is pos-
sible to compare the Ayasuluk bird askos with the LH IIIC 
Middle and Late phase askoi in Achaia Clauss in terms of 
dating61.

Although a bird askos dating to the Submycenaean period 
was found in Çömlekçiköy62, there is no similar example 
from the LH IIIC period in Western Anatolia. The closest 
example in terms of regional distance is from a chamber 
tomb in Ialysos, Rhodes63.

WHAT INFORMATION DO THE MYCENAEAN 
ARTIFACTS ON AYASULUK HILL OFFER?

The existence of Psi type figurine and zoomorphic vessel 
(bird askos) in Ayasuluk presents a significant point for chal-
lenging the notion of Mycenaean involvement in the settle-
ment. The excavations indicate that the Mycenaean pottery 
in the settlement covers the LH IIIA-IIIC periods.64 In this 
regard, one might argue the presence of a continual associa-
tion with Mycenaean commercial activities.

Upon examining the Mycenaean artifacts discovered in 
settlements containing Psi type figures in Western Anatolia, 
it is evident that they display varied diversity and density.65 
For instance, although local and imported Mycenaean pot-
tery and the Psi Type figurine were discovered at Troy, it is 
not feasible to assert the presence of artifacts from various 
Mycenaean origins.66 The Mycenaean discoveries in layer V 
at Miletos are linked to the presence of Mycenaean settlers, 
evidenced by pottery, buildings, tombs, and figurines.67 In 
Limantepe, artifacts of Aegean origin, particularly from the 
LH IIIC period, provide evidence of migration to the site.68 
When evaluated together with the pottery, the figurine in the 
settlement seems to be related to the Mycenaean presence.69 
Despite the presence of local and imported Mycenaean pot-
tery, along with Phi and Psi type figurines in Iasos, there is 
a lack of evidence, such as architecture and tombs, that can 
definitively indicate Mycenaean presence.70

The functions and intentions of Mycenaean female figu-
rines in Mainland Greece and the Aegean Islands may pro-
vide insights or prospects for discussion on their presence 
on Ayasuluk Hill. The use and spatial distribution of psi-type 
figurines in Mycenaean society indicate that they were placed 
in tombs as offerings, discovered in temples, and retained in 
public buildings.71 Nonetheless, it is evident that the figu-

60  PAPAZOGLOU-MAIOUDAKI 1989, 161, Cat. No. 120; 2014, 188, Fig. 5.
61  PASCHALIDIS 2018, 405, 173, Fig. 330; 187, Fig. 360.
62  BOYSAL 1969, 29, Taf. XXXIV.4.
63  MAIURI 1926, 173, Fig. 100.
64  GÜLTEKİN/BARAN 1964, 122–133; BÜYÜKKOLANCI 1998 72, Res.7; 
2000, 39, 42, Fig. 13; 2005, 2; 2008, 46, Fig.17; 48, Fig. 18; KERSCHNER 
2006, 367–368, Abb.  7; KONAKÇI 2016, 143, Fig.  4; YILMAZ 2015, 
759–766; MİMAROĞLU/GÜR/MİMAROĞLU 2023, 545–571.
65  Ps. KELDER 2006.
66  SCHMIDT 1902, 171, Fig.  3562; MOUNTJOY 1997a 259–267; 1997b, 
275–294; 1999, 301; 2006, 243–252.
67  NIEMEIER 2005, 10–13, Fig.35.
68  AYKURT-ERKANAL 2017, 64, Fig.4; AYKURT 2018, 74.
69  GÜNEL 1998, 29.
70  BENZI 1999; 2005, 204–205.
71  FRENCH 1971; TZONOU-HERBST 2010, 216; GÜR 2014, 92–93.

rines of this type hold significant importance in Mycenaean 
religion, as they were discovered on benches at sacred places 
or among cult artifacts and votive offerings.72 

In this regard, Mycenaean female figurines had a signifi-
cantly more intricate design than a widespread, utilitarian 
goods.73 This is likely connected to the religious significance 
ascribed to these figurines. The utilization of this practice 
concerning the Mycenaean deceased, and its emergence as a 
significant component of funerary rituals, particularly dur-
ing the LH IIIA2 period in Greece74, elucidates its role within 
the Mycenaean civilization.

The presence of Mycenaean female figurines beyond 
Mainland Greece and the Aegean Islands indicates the likeli-
hood of individuals of Aegean descent residing in the settle-
ment where these artifacts were discovered, rather than serv-
ing as a commercial tool.75 If the psi type figurine in Ayasuluk 
to be designed for a religious purpose, it must pertain to a 
spiritual practice of Aegean heritage. Benzi’s analysis of the 
phi and psi type figurines discovered in Iasos suggests that 
they serve as evidence of Mycenaean ritual practices within 
the settlement.76 

When examining the topic by the viewpoint of findspots, 
Mycenaean zoomorphic vessels discovered in Mainland 
Greece and the Aegean Islands are predominantly derived 
from tombs or sacred places/temples.77 In the Eastern 
Mediterranean, there are more instances of sacred places/
temples78 than of tombs.79 This widespread situation can 
offer insights into the locations where the vessels were 
utilized and their overall activities. The presence of analo-
gous bird askoi from tombs in the Aegean area elucidates 
their original purpose.80 The presence of bird askoi from the 
tombs associated with child funerals81 likely signifies a more 
specific function and intent.

In this context, the discussion of the Ayasuluk Psi type fig-
urine, along with French’s assertion that Mycenaean traders, 
settlers, or representatives were present in locations where 
Mycenaean figurines have been discovered, such as Miletus, 
Ras Shamra, and Tell Abu Hawam82, implies that a compara-
ble notion can be elucidated by the presence of a Mycenaean 
individual on or near Ayasuluk Hill. Despite the absence of 
architecture from the Late Bronze Age at Ayasuluk Hill, the 
discovery of a conical rhyton83 utilized in religious ceremo-
nies alongside various Mycenaean pottery in a previously 
excavated grave suggests that the practice in question has 
Aegean origins within the settlement. It serves as corrobora-
tive proof for existence.

Given that Ayasuluk Hill was a port linking the Cayster 

72  Ps. GÜR 2019, 99.
73  ALBERS 2009, 97.
74  TZONOU-HERBST 2010, 216–217.
75  GÜR 2019, 104.
76  BENZI 1999, 274.
77  RENFREW 1981, 70, Fig. 13; KONSOLAKI 2002, 29–30; WHITTAKER 
1997, 165, 182.
78  WIJNGAARDEN 2002,113, 115, 120, 156; KOEHL 2006, 80–81, 129. 
79  KOEHL 2006, 128–129; WIJNGAARDEN 2002, 156.
80  KOEHL 2006, 82–83; ΒΙΚΆΤΟΥ 2009, 531–533; VLACHOPOULOS 
2012, 50, 117.
81  LEMOS 1994, 233–234; PASCHALIDIS/MCGEORGE 2009, 96, 99–100; 
PASCHALIDIS 2018, 404, 408.
82  FRENCH 1971, 175.
83  GÜLTEKİN/BARAN 1964, GÜR 2014, 149–150.
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Basin to the Aegean Sea during the Late Bronze Age, and its 
equivalence to Apasa84, the capital of the Arzawa Kingdom 
in Hittite records, the explanation behind the Aegean activi-
ties becomes significantly clearer. Based on the interpreta-
tion of Hittite sources indicating that the King of Arzawa 
sought refuge in the Aegean Islands associated with the 
Ahhiyawa/Mycenaean monarchy85 and that an alliance was 
formed between Arzawa and Ahhiyawa, a comparison can 
be drawn with French’s perspective. Furthermore, the fig-
urehead86 discovered beneath the Temple of Artemis in 
Ephesus has further significance when assessed along with 
the Mycenaean artifacts from Ayasuluk Hill.

CONCLUSION

The Ayasuluk Hill Psi type figurine is distinct from ordi-
nary psi type figurines regarding its production features. The 
horizontal processing of the painted bands encircling the 
body on both the front and back sides is notably distinct from 
the decorations of typical psi type figurines. Nonetheless, a 
similarity may be drawn with the embellishments of the Late 
Psi B and C figurines from Tiryns, as referenced in the paper.

The Late Psi Type figurines exhibit a diverse array of orna-
mental components. It is possible to evaluate the Ayasuluk 
Hill Psi type figurine separately from an imported and stan-
dard Psi type figurine that reveals a regional or local produc-
tion within the Late Psi type.

Similar to Mycenaean pottery, which was produced 
locally on the Aegean Islands and the coastlines of Western 
Anatolia, it is probable that the figurines were crafted in the 
same workshops. It is plausible that the Ayasuluk Hill Psi-
type figurine was produced in such a workshop.

The zoomorphic vessel from Ayasuluk, despite the 
absence of most of its components, can be inferred to be a 
bird askos based on certain basic features. The askos pieces 
show the clay, slip, and painting characteristics associated 
with Mycenaean pottery regarding technique and manufac-
turing. To assess the potential place of origin, it is noted that 
bird askoi proliferated particularly in the southern region of 
mainland Greece.87 Achaia is recognized as a significant pro-
duction center88; nevertheless, Crete, Rhodes, and Naxos89 
may also be noted. It can be posited that the Ayasuluk bird 
askos arrived at the settlement via a link originating from 
Southern Greece or the Aegean Islands. Regarding date, the 
LH IIIC Middle and Late periods may be proposed.

Despite the absence of LBA architecture on Ayasuluk Hill, 
the finding of the psi figurine requires an explanation involv-
ing individuals of Aegean provenance. Furthermore, it is 
important to note that highlighting the presence of individ-
uals of Aegean origin does not inherently imply a prolonged 
residence in this region. Such figurines should also be found 
in instances of short-term residence inside the town. 

The zoomorphic vessel, specifically the bird askos, can 

84  BECKMAN/BRYCE/CLINE 2011, 46; BRYCE 2009 49; BRYCE/BİRKETT-
REES 2016, 203.
85  BECKMAN/BRYCE/CLINE 2011, 272.
86  BAMMER/MUSS 2010, 88, res. 61.
87  VLACHOPOULOS 2012, 117.
88  VLACHOPOULOS 2012, 118.
89  VLACHOPOULOS 2019, 168.

perhaps be linked to the Mycenaean presence in Ayasuluk, 
given that bird askoi have been discovered in graves in 
Greece and their role in religious ceremonies. Conversely, if 
this askos was used for status and ostentation, it is impor-
tant to acknowledge that it belonged to a local elite within 
the settlement. Regrettably, due to the artifacts originating 
from mixed contexts, it is impossible to acquire more partic-
ular information regarding their purposes and the identities 
of their owners. Currently, the Mycenaean discoveries from 
the 1963 excavation reveal indications of the religious prac-
tices of the Aegean populace on Ayasuluk Hill. Nevertheless, 
it would be inadequate to elaborate further on their dimen-
sions. Future archaeological discoveries on Ayasuluk Hill 
may provide greater insights into the Mycenaean presence 
in the settlement.

REFERENCES

ALBERS 2009
Albers, G., Figures and Figurines in Mycenaean sanctuaries: 
find distributions and contexts. In: A. Schallin, A., Pakkanen, 
P.  (eds.), Encounters with Mycenaean figures and figurines: 
papers presented at a seminar at the Swedish Institute at 
Athens, 27–29 April 2001 (Stockholm: Skrifter Utgivna Av 
Svenska Institutet), 85–98.

ALRAM-STERN 2007
Alram-Stern, E., Characteristic small finds of LH IIIC from 
Aigeira and their context. In: Deger-Jalkotzy, S., Zavadil, 
M.  (eds.), LH IIIC Chronology and Synchronisms II.  LH III C 
Middle. Proceedings of the International Workshop held at the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences at Vienna October 29th and 30th, 
2004, (Vienna: Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften), 
15–25.

AYKURT/ERKANAL 2017
Aykurt, A./Erkanal, H., A Late Bronze Age Ship from Liman 
Tepe with Reference to the Late Bronze Age ships from İzmir/
Bademgediği Tepesi and Kos/Seraglio, Oxford Journal of 
Archaeology 36,1, 61–70.

AYKURT 2018
Aykurt, A., Mycenaean Pottery Sherd From Liman Tepe With a 
Warrior on Chariot and Its Significance in Aegean Archaeology, 
TÜBA-AR 23, 67–79.

BADRE/CAPET/VITALE 2018
Badre, L./Capet, E./Vitale, B., Tell Kazel au Bronze Récent: 
Études céramiques (Beirut: Presses de l’Institut Français du 
Proche-Orient).

BAMMER/MUSS 2010
Bammer, A./Muss, U., Antik Dünya’nın Bir Harikası Efes 
Artemision’u (İstanbul: Arkeoloji Sanat Yayınları).

BECKMAN/BRYCE/CLINE 2011
Beckman, G.M./Bryce, T.R./Cline, E.H., The Ahhiyawa Texts 
(Atlanta: Brill).

BENZI 1999
Benzi, M., Mycenaean Figurines From Iasos, Gli Scavi Italiani A 
Iasos in Caria Parte Prima, 269–282.

BENZI 2005
Benzi, M., Mycenaeans at Iasos? A Reassessment of Doro Levi’s 
Excavations. In: Laffineur, Ed. R., Greco, E.  (eds.), Emporia: 
Aegeans in the Central and EasternMediterranean: Proceedings 
of the 10th International Aegean Conference. Athens, Italian 
School of Archaeology, 14–18 April 2004 (Liege: Université de 
Liège), 205–216.



	 No. 11–4/2024      Journal of Ancient History and Archaeology          211

Studies

BENZI 2019
Benzi, M., Late Bronze III Iasos: Mycenaean and Local Pottery: 
Deposits beneath the Roman Agora and the Basilica by the East 
Gate. In: Henry, O., Konuk, K.  (eds.), Karia Arkhaia. La Carie 
des origines à la période pre-hékatomnide (İstanbul: Institut 
Français d’Etudes Anatoliennes Georges Dumézil), 387–452.

ΒΙΚΆΤΟΥ 2009
Βικάτου, O., Το μυκηναϊκό νεκροταφείο της Αγίας Τρίαδας – 
Ηλείας (Πανεπιστήμιο ιωαννίνων).

ΒΙΚΆΤΟΥ 2021
Βικάτου, O., Μυκηναϊκά νεκροταφεία στην ευρύτερη περιοχή 
της Ολυμπίας. Καυκανιά, Κλαδέος, Μάγειρας. Πρόσφατα 
δεδομένα και νέα πορίσματα. In: Έ. Καράντζαλη (ed.), Γ’ Διεθνές 
Διεπιστημονικό Συμπόσιο. Η Περιφέρεια του Μυκηναϊκού 
Κόσμου: πρόσφατα ευρήματα και πορίσματα της έρευνας (3rd 
International Interdisciplinary Colloquium The Periphery of 
the Mycenaean world: recent discoveries and research results) 
Λαμία 18–21 Μαϊου 2018 (Athens: Hellenic Ministry of 
Culture), 569–574.

BOYSAL 1969
Boysal, Y., Katalog Der Vasen im Museum in Bodrum I: Mykenisch 
– Protogeometrisch (Ankara: Türk Tarih Kurumu).

BRYCE 2009
Bryce, T., The Routledge Handbook of the Peoples and Places of 
Ancient Western Asia: The Near East from the Early Bronze Age to 
the Fall of the Persian Empire (London – New York: Routledge).

BRYCE/BIRKETT-REES 2016
Bryce, T./Birkett-Rees, J., Atlas of the Ancient Near East From 
Prehistoric Times to the Roman Imperial Period (New York – 
London: Routledge).

BÜYÜKKOLANCI 1998
Büyükkolancı, M., Ayasuluk Tepesi (Eski Efes) 1996 Yılı Kazıları, 
Müze Kurtarma Kazıları Sonuçları VIII, 7–9 Nisan 1997, 69–83.

BÜYÜKKOLANCI 2000
Büyükkolancı, M., Excavation on Ayasuluk Hill in Selçuk / 
Turkey. A contribution to the Early History of Ephesus. In: 
Krinzinger, F.  (ed.), Die Agais und das westlichte Mittelmeer: 
Beziehungen und Wechselwirkungen 8. bis 5. Jh. v. Chr. Akten 
des Symposions Wien 1999 (Wien: Verlag der Österreichischen 
Akademie der Wissenschaften), 39–44.

BÜYÜKKOLANCI 2005
Büyükkolancı, M., Eski Efes- Ayasuluk Tepesi. In: Şahin, M., 
Mert, İ. H.  (eds.), Ramazan Özgan’a Armağan (İstanbul: Ege 
Yayınları), 65–79.

BÜYÜKKOLANCI 2008
Büyükkolancı, M., Selçuk Ayasuluk Tepesi (Eski Efes) “Appasas” 
mı?.In: Erkanal Öktü, A., Günel, S., Deniz, U.  (eds.), Batı 
Anadolu ve Doğu Akdeniz Geç Tunç Çağı Kültürleri Üzerine 
Yeni Araştırmalar (Ankara: Hacettepe Üni. Yayınları), 41–55.

CROUWEL 2007
Crouwel, J.H., Pictorial Pottery of LH III C Middle and 
its Antecedents. In: Jalkotzy, S.D., Zavadil, M.  (eds.), LH 
III C Chronology and Synchronisms, Proceedings of the 
International Workshop Held at the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences at Vienna October 29th and 30th, 2004 (Vienna: 
Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften), 73–88.

DEMAKOPOULOU 1989
Demakopoulou, K. (ed.) The Mycenaean World Five Centuries of 
Early Greek Culture 1600–1100 BC. Greek Ministry of Culture -The 
National Hellenic Committee- ICOM (Exhibition in the National 
Archaeological Museum Athens, 15 December 1988 – 31 March 
1989 (Athens: National Archeological Museum).

DEMAKOPOULOU 2007
Demakopoulou, K., Laconia and Arcadia in LH III C Middle: 
Pottery and other Finds, In: Jalkotzy, S. D., Zavadil, M. (eds.), 

LH III C Chronology and Synchronisms, Proceedings of the 
International Workshop Held at the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences at Vienna October 29th and 30th, 2004 (Vienna: 
Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften), 161–174.

DEMAKOPOULOU et alii 2009
Demakopoulou, K./Divari-Valakou, N./Nilsson, M./Schallin, 
A.L., Excavations in Midea 2007, Opuscula. Annual of the 
Swedish Institutes at Athens and Rome 2, 7–30.

DEMAKOPOULOU 2012
Demakopoulou, K., The Early Cult at the Amyklaion The 
Mycenaean Sanctuary, Μουσείο Μπενάκη 1, 11–12, 2011–
2012, 105–112.

DIVARI–VALAKOU 1989
Divari-Valakou, N., Terracotta female figüre. In: Demakopoulou, 
K.  (ed.), The Mycenaean World Five Centuries of Early Greek 
Culture 1600–1100 BC. Greek Ministry of Culture -The National 
Hellenic Committee- ICOM (Exhibition in the National 
Archaeological Museum Athens, 15 December 1988 – 31 March 
1989 (Athens: National Archeological Museum), 95–97.

EVELY et alii 2006
Evely, D./Crouwel, J./French, E./Musgrave, J./Popham, M./
Reese, D.Sackett, H./Schofield, E./Sherratt, S., Lefkandi IV: the 
Bronze Age. the Late Helladic IIIC Aettlement at Xeropolis, the 
british school at athens. supplementary volumes, no. 39, iii-xviii, 
1–332.

FRENCH 1971
French, E., The Development of Mycenaean Terracotta 
Figurines, The Annual of the British School at Athens 66, 101–187.

FRENCH 1981
French, E., Mycenaean Figures and Figurines, Their Typology 
and Function. In: Hagg, R., Marinatos, N.  (eds.), Sanctuaries 
and cults in the Aegean Bronze Age: proceedings of the first 
international symposium at the Swedish Institute in Athens, 
12–13 May, 1980 (Stockholm: Swedish Institute in Athens), 
173–177.

FRENCH 2016
French, E., Mycenaean Figurines: 50 Years on. In: Gallou, C., 
Georgiadis, M., Muskett, G.  M.  (eds.), Dioskouroi: Studies 
Presented to W.G. Cavanagh and C.B. Mee on the Anniverary 
of Their 30-year Joint Contribution to Aegean Archaeology 
(Oxford: British Archaeological Reports), 59–63.

GALLOU 2005
Gallou, C., The Mycenaean Cult of the Dead (Oxford: 
Archaeopress).

GÖDECKEN 1988
Gödecken, K.B., A contribution to the early history of Miletus. 
In: Wardle, K.  A., French, E.  B.  (eds.), Problems in Greek 
Prehistory: Papers Presented at the Centenary Conference of 
the British School of Archaeology at Athens, Manchester, April 
1986 (Bristol: Bristol Classical Press), 307–318.

ΓΡΗΓΟΡΙΑ∆ΟΥ 2006
Γρηγοριαδου, Μ., Μυκηναικα ειδωλια, Ψαρά: ένας σταθμός 
στην περιφέρεια του μυκηναϊκού κόσμου (Ψαρά: Υπουργείο 
Πολιτισμού. Κ’ Εφορεία Προϊστορικών και Κλασικών 
Αρχαιοτήτων), 96–107.

GÜLTEKİN/BARAN 1964
Gültekin, H./Baran, M., Selçuk Tepesinde Bulunan Miken 
Mezarı, Türk Arkeoloji Dergisi 13, 2, 122–133.

GÜNEL 1998
Günel, S., Liman Tepe’de Ele Geçen Bir Myken Figürin Parçası, 
Belleten LXII, 233, 25–31.

GÜR 2014
Gür, B., Miken Uygarlığı ve Ahhiyawa (İstanbul: Arkeoloji Sanat 
Yayınları).



212          Journal of Ancient History and Archaeology      No. 11–4/2024

Studies

GÜR 2019
Gür, B., İzmir Arkeoloji Müzesi’ndeki Bir Miken Figürini ve 
Miken Kadın Figürinlerinin Doğu Akdeniz’deki Dolaşımı, 
TÜBA-AR 25, 95–108.

HAGG 1981
Hagg, R., Official and Popular cults in Mycenaean Greece. In: 
Hagg, R., Marinatos, N.  (eds.), Sanctuaries and cults in the 
Aegean Bronze Age: proceedings of the first international sym-
posium at the Swedish Institute in Athens, 12–13 May, 1980 
(Stockholm: Swedish Institute in Athens), 35–39.

HIRSCHFELD 2000
Hirschfeld, N., The Catalogue. In: Yon, M., Karageorghis, V., 
Hirschfeld, N.  (eds.), Céramiques mycéniennes Ras Shamra-
Ougarit XIII (Paris: Mission Française de Ras Shamra-Ougarit; 
Fondation A. G. Leventis), 75–162.

HOOD/CLUTTON-BROCK/BIALO 1982
Hood, S./Clutton-Brock J./Bialo, P., Excavations in Chios 1938–
1955: Prehistoric Emporio and Ayio Gala, The British School 
at Athens. Supplementary Volumes, No. 16. (London: British 
School at Athens).

KELDER 2006
Kelder, J., Mycenaeans in Western Anatolia, Talanta XXXVI-
XXXVII(2004-2005), 49-86.

KERSCHNER 2006
Kerschner, M., Die Ionische Wanderung im Lichte neuer 
archaologischer Forschungen in Ephesos: In Olshausen, E., 
Sonnabend, H. (eds.), Troianer sind wir gewesen – Migrationen 
in der antiken Welt, Stutgarter Kolloquium zur Historichen 
Geographie des Altertums 8, 2002 (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner 
Verlag), 364–382.

KOEHL 1981
Koehl, R., The functions of Aegean Bronze Age rhyta”, In: Hagg, 
R., Marinatos, N.  (eds.), Sanctuaries and cults in the Aegean 
Bronze Age: proceedings of the first international symposium at 
the Swedish Institute in Athens, 12–13 May, 1980 (Stockholm: 
Swedish Institute in Athens), 179–187.

KOEHL 2006
Koehl, R., Aegean Bronze Age Rhyta (Philadelphia-Pennsylvania: 
INSTAP Academic Press).

KOEHL 2018
Koehl, R., From the Near East to the Aegean, from Neolithic 
Times to the End of the Bronze Age. In: Ebbinghaus, S.  (ed.), 
Animal-shaped Vessels from the Ancient World: Feasting with 
Gods, Heroes, and Kings (Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press), 45–84.

KONAKÇI 2016
Konakçı, E., Geç Tunç Çağı’nda Ayasuluk Tepesi, Pamukkale 
Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitüsü Dergisi 25, 1, 135–165.

KONSOLAKI 2002
Konsolaki, E., A Mycenaean Sanctuary on Methana. In: Hagg, 
R.  (ed.), Peloponnesian Sanctuaries and Cults: Proceedings of 
the Ninth International Symposium at the Swedish Institute at 
Athens, 11–13 June 1994 (Stockholm: Aström Förlag), 25–36.

KONSOLAKI-YANNOPOULOU 2016
Konsolaki-Yannopoulou, E., Mycenaean Terracottas from 
Funerary Contexts in Troezenia. In: Driessen, J.  (ed.), RA-PI-
NE-U: Studies on the Mycenaean World offered to Robert 
Laffineur for his 70th Birthday (Louvain: Presses Universitaires 
de Louvain), 157–170.

KONSTANTINIDI-SYVRIDI/PASCHALIDIS 2015
Konstantinidi-Syvridi, E./Paschalidis, K., Life and death at 
Mycenae at the end of the prepalatial period. The case of 
the chamber tomb south of Grave Circle B.  In: Schallin, A.L., 
Tournavitou, I. (eds.), Mycenaeans Up to Date. The Archaeology 

of the North-Eastern Peloponnese – Current Concepts and New 
Directions (Stockholm: Swedish Institute at Athens), 405–431.

KRAMER-HAJOS/O’NEILL 2008
Kramer-Hajos, M./O’Neill, K., The Bronze Age Site of Mitrou 
in East Lokris: Finds from the 1988–1989 Surface Survey, 
Hesperia: The Journal of the American School of Classical Studies 
at Athens 77, 2, 163–250.

LEMOS 1994
Lemos, I., Birds revisited. In: Karageorghis, V. (ed.), Proceedings 
of the International Symposium Cyprus in the 11th Century 
B.C., The Archaeological Research unit of the University of 
Cyprus and The Anastasios G.  Leventis Foundation, Nicosia 
30–31 October 1993, (Athens: A.G.  Leventis Foundation-
Nicosia: University of Cyprus), 229–238.

MAIURI 1926
Maiuri, A., Jalisos – Scavi della Missione Archeologica Italiana 
a Rodi (Parte I e II), Annuario della Scuola Archeologica di Atene 
e delle Missioni Italiane in Oriente Vol VI–VII (1923–1924), 
83–341.

MANGALOĞLU-VOTRUBA 2011
Mangaloğlu-Votruba, S., Liman Tepe’de Geç Hellas III C 
Dönemi, Anatolia 37, 43–73.

MİMAROĞLU/GÜR/MİMAROĞLU 2023
Mimaroğlu, S./Gür, B./Mimaroğlu, M. A Group of Mycenaean 
Pottery on Selçuk Ayasuluk Hill, Oannes: Uluslararası Eskiçağ 
Tarihi Araştırmaları Dergisi 5, 2, 545–571.

MORRICONE 1967
Morricone, L., Eleona e Langada: Sepolcreti della tarda Eta del 
Bronzo a Coo, Annuario della Scuola Archeologica di Atene e 
delle Missioni Italiane in Oriente Vol XLIII–XLIV, 5–312.
MOUNTJOY 1997a
Mountjoy, P.A., Local Mycenaean Pottery at Troia, Studia Troica 
7, 259–267.
MOUNTJOY 1997b
Mountjoy, P.A., Troia Phase VIf and Phase VIg: The Mycenaean 
Pottery, Studia Troica 7, 275–294.

MOUNTJOY 1998
Mountjoy, P.A., The East Aegean–West Anatolian Interface 
in the Late Bronze Age: Mycenaeans and the Kingdom of 
Ahhiyawa, Anatolian Studies 48, 33–67.

MOUNTJOY 1999
Mountjoy, P.A., Troy VII Reconsidered, Studia Troica 9, 295–346.

MOUNTJOY 2005
Mountjoy, P.A., The Mycenaean Pottery from the 1934–1939 
Excavations at Tarsus. In: Özyar, A.  (ed.), Field Seasons 
2001–2003 of the Tarsus-Gözlükule Interdisciplinary Research 
Project (İstanbul: Ege Yayınları), 83–134.

MOUNTJOY 2006
Mountjoy, P.A., Mykenische Keramik in Troia – Ein Überblick. In: 
Korfmann, M. O. (ed.), Troia Archaologie eines Siedlungshügels 
und seiner Landscharft, (Mainz: Verlag Philipp von Zabern), 
243–252.

ΜΠΟΥΛΩΤΗΣ 1997
Μπουλωτησ, ΧΡ., Κουκονήσι Λήμνου: Τέσσερα χρόνια 
ανασκαφικής έρευνας. Θέσεις και υποθέσεις” In: Ντούμας, Χ., 
La Rosa, V. (eds.) Η Πολιόχνη και η Πρώιμη Εποχή του Χαλκού 
στο βόρειο Αιγαίο, Διεθνές Συνέδριο, Αθήνα 22–25 Απριλίου 
1996, (Αθήνα-Atene: Scuola Archeologica Italiana di Atene), 
230–270.

NIEMEIER 2005
Niemeier, W.D., Minoans, Mycenaeans, Hittites and Ionians in 
Western Asia Minor: new excavations in Bronze Age Miletus-
Millawanda. In A. Villing (ed.), The Greeks in the  East. British 
Museum Research Publications 157, (London: British Museum 
Press), 1-36.



	 No. 11–4/2024      Journal of Ancient History and Archaeology          213

Studies

NIEMEIER 2007 
Niemeier, W.D., Milet von den Anfängen menschlicher 
Besiedlung bis zur Ionischen Wanderung. In: J. Cobet, V. Von 
Graeve, W.D. Niemeier, K. Zimmermann (eds.), Frühes Ionien. 
Eine Bestandsaufnahme, Milesische Forschungen 5 (Philipp 
von Zabern), 3-19.

PAPADOPOULOS 1991
Papadopoulos, T.J., Achaea’s role in the mycenaean World. In: 
ΡΙΖΑΚΗΣ, A. Δ. (ed.), Αρχαία Αχαΐα και Ηλεία/Achaia und Elis 
in der Antike, Ανακοινώσεις κατά το Πρώτο Διεθνές Συμπόσιο, 
Αθήνα 19–21 Μαΐου 1989, Μελετήματα 13 (Athens: National 
Hellenic Research Foundation), 31–37.

PAPAZOGLOU-MAIOUDAKI 1989
Papazoglou-Maioudaki, L., Vase in the form of a Horse. In: 
Demakopoulou, K. (ed.) The Mycenaean World Five Centuries of 
Early Greek Culture 1600–1100 BC. Greek Ministry of Culture 
-The National Hellenic Committee- ICOM (Exhibition in the 
National Archaeological Museum Athens, 15 December 1988 – 
31 March 1989 (Athens: National Archeological Museum), 161.

PAPAZOGLOU-MAIOUDAKI 2014
Papazoglou-Maioudaki, L., Ζωόμορφα ρυτά και ειδώλια του 
τέλους της μυκηναϊκής εποχής και των αρχών της εποχής του 
Σιδήρου στο Αιγαίο και την Κύπρο. In: Giannikouri, A.  (ed), 
Κοροπλαστική και Μικροτεχνία στον αιγαιακό χώρο από 
τους γεωμετρικούς χρόνους έως και τη ρωμαϊκή περίοδο, 
International conference in memory of Eos Zervoudaki, Rhodes, 
26–29 November 2009 (Αθήνα: Υπουργείο Πολιτισμού – Ταμείο 
Αρχαιολογικών Πόρων και Απαλλοτριώσεων), 185–194.

PASCHALIDIS 2018
Paschalidis, K., The Mycenaean Cemetery at Achaia Clauss near 
Patras: People, material remains and culture in context (Oxford: 
Archaeopress).

PASCHALIDIS/MCGEORGE 2009
Paschalidis, K./McGeorge, P.J.P., Life and Death in the Periphery 
of the Mycenaean World at the End of the Late Bronze Age: The 
Case of the Achaea Klauss Cemetery. In: Borgna, E., Cassola-
Guida, P.  (eds.), From the Aegean to the Adriatic, Social 
Organizations modes of Exchange and Interaction in the Post-
palatial Times (12th–11th BC), International Workshop, Udine 
(Italy),1–2 December 2006, in Studi e Ricerche di Protostoria 
Mediterranea 8 (Quasar: Edizioni Quasar di Severino Tognon) 
79–113.

RENFREW 1981
Renfrew, C., The Sanctuary at Phylakopi. In: Hagg, R., Marinatos, 
N. (eds.), Sanctuaries and cults in the Aegean Bronze Age: pro-
ceedings of the first international symposium at the Swedish 
Institute in Athens, 12–13 May, 1980 (Stockholm: Swedish 
Institute in Athens), 67–79.

SCHMIDT 1902
Schmidt, R., Heinrich Schliemann’s Sammlung: Trojanischer 
Altertümer (Berlin: Georg Reimer).

SIDERIS et alii 2017
Sideris, A./Liritzis, I./Liss, B./Howland, M.D./Levy, T.E., 
At-risk Cultural Heritage: new excavations and fınds from the 
Mycenaean site of Kastrouli, Phokis, Greece, Mediterranean 
Archaeology and Archaeometry 17, 1, 271–285

TAMVAKI 1973
Tamvaki, A., Some Unusual Mycenaean Terracottas from the 
Citadel House Area, 1954–69, Annual of the British School at 
Athens 69, 207–265.

THOMAS 2011
Thomas, P.M., A Deposit of Late Helladic IIIA2 Pottery from 
Tsoungiza, Hesperia: The Journal of the American School of 
Classical Studies at Athens 80, 2, 171–228. 

TZAVELLA-EVJEN 2014
Tzavella-Evjen, H., Mycenaean Pottery and Figurines 
Keramopoulos Excavations From the Cemeteries of Thebes (Athens: 
The Archaeological Society of Athens).

TZONOU-HERBST 2010
Tzonou-Herbst, I., Figurines. In: Cline, E. H. (ed.), The Oxford 
Handbook of the Bronze Age Aegean (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press), 210–222.

VERMEULE 1960
Vermeule, E.T., The Mycenaeans in Achaia, American Journal of 
Archaeology 64, 1, 1–21.

VETTERS 2019
Vetters, M., Die spätbronzezeitlichen Terrakotta-Figurinen aus 
Tiryns Überlegungen zu religiös motiviertem Ritualverhalten in 
mykenischer Zeit (Hiedelberg: Propylaeum eBooks).

VLACHOPOULOS 2006
Vlachopoulos, A., H Yστεροελλαδική IIIΓ περίοδος στη Nάξο: 
Tα ταφικά σύνολα και οι συσχετισμοί τους με το Aιγαίο, Τόμος 
I, Σειρά Δημοσιευμάτων περιοδικού Aρχαιογνωσία αρ. 4, Αθήνα 
2006 / The LH IIIC Period in Naxos. The Grave Assemblages and 
their Correlation with the Aegean, Volume I (Αθήνα: περιοδικού 
Aρχαιογνωσία).

VLACHOPOULOS 2012
Vlachopoulos, A., H YE IIIΓ περίοδος στη Nάξο, Τόμος ΙΙ. Η 
Νάξος και ο Μυκηναϊκός Κόσμος της Μετανακτορικής περιόδου, 
Αθήνα 2012 / The LH IIIC Period in Naxos. The Grave Assemblages 
and their correlation with the Aegean. Volume II.  Naxos and the 
Mycenaean World in the Post-Palatial Period (Αθήνα: περιοδικού 
Aρχαιογνωσία).

VLACHOPOULOS 2019
Vlachopoulos, A., Bird shaped askos with representation of a 
seabed. In: Angelopoulou, A. (ed.), From Homer’s World Tenos 
and the Cyclades in the Mycenaean Age, Tenos Museum of 
Marble Crafts, 12/7–14/10/2019 (Athens: Mınıstry of Culture 
and Sports Ephorate of Antiquities of Cyclades), 168–169.

WEIBERG 2009
Weiberg, E., Production of female figurines at Mastos, 
Berbati. In: Schallin, A.  L., Pakkanen, P.  (eds.), Encounters 
with Mycenaean figures and figurines: Papers presented at a 
seminar at the Swedish Institute at Athens, 27–29 April 2001 
(Stockholm: Svenska institutet i Athen), 61–75

WHITTAKER 1997
Whittaker, H., Mycenaean Cult Buildings: A Study in Their 
Architecture and Function in the Context of the Aegean and the 
Eastern Mediterranean (Bergen: Norwegian Institute at Athens).

WIENCKE 1998
Wiencke, M.H., Mycenaean Lerna, Hesperia 67, 125–214.

WIJNGAARDEN 2002
Wijngaarden, G. J., Use and Appreciation of Mycenaean Pottery in 
the Levant, Cyprus and Italy (ca. 1600–1200 BC), (Amsterdam: 
Amsterdam University Press).

YILMAZ 2015
Yılmaz, F., Ayasuluk Kalesi Kazısında Bulunmuş Bir Myken 
Vazosu Üzerine. In: Şimşek, C., Duman, B., Konakçı, E. (eds.), 
Mustafa Büyükkolancı’ya Armağan/Essays in Honour of 
Mustafa Büyükkolancı (İstanbul: Ege Yayınları), 759–766.


	1. A_Intro_Jaha
	11. Barış GÜR, Sinan MİMAROĞLU

