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The present volume is the 
result of an international work-
shop organised by the Catholic 
University of Louvain (31st 
March – 1st April 2022) on the 
same topic. The main aim of the 
event and this volume was to fill 
the research gap on Roman reli-
gion in the quarries and mining 
districts of the empire, as one of 
the most particular professional 
groups of the ancient society of 
Rome. As there are few monog-
raphies and collections of studies 
focusing exclusively on the reli-
gious life and habits of profes-
sional groups (mostly from the 
military), the aim of this volume 
is indeed much appreciated.

Mining communities rep-
resent even today a particular 
sociological and anthropologi-
cal group within the society. 
Their settlements, social habits, group-formation, and collective identities 
are interdependent with the nature, the mines, and the underground world. 
It is a particular relationship with a dangerous, risky, and invasive activity, 
where superstition, individual, religious forms and vernacular religion even 
today produce unique rituals and habits1. This, sociological and anthropologi-
cal aspect of the mining communities are not discussed, although would be 
important to reflect on such details too, even if the ancient sources are rare 
on this issue.

The introduction of the volume presents shortly the history of research 
on Roman religion of mining communities, citing some of the major works 
on Roman mining, however the bibliography evoked is far from being com-
plete. For Alburnus Maior – one of the most well-known and best preserved 

1  On the opening ceremony of the largest underground tunnel (Gotthard Base Tunnel) see: 
MARSHALL 2022 and PEZZOLI-OLGIATI 2024.
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subterranean Roman mines – we can’t find in the bibliog-
raphy the paradigmatic works of Volker Wollmann (neither 
in the introduction, nor the study of Hirt focusing on the 
very same topic)2. The introduction is followed by two main 
subchapters, the first four studies focusing on religion of the 
quarries the second on the mines (the last five studies).

The first study by Federico Frasson is focusing on the 
votive inscriptions associated with the marble quarries of the 
Roman colony of Luna, south of the modern settlement of 
Carrara. The study presents in detail the ex-voto dedications 
for Jupiter and Silvanus, often associated with the quarries. 
The dedications for Silvanus are usually presented in form of 
figurative votive monuments (reliefs). The author presents 
these monuments and the inscriptions (mostly dedicated by 
slaves and freedmen) with an abundant bibliography; how-
ever, the reader can’t find the entire inscription in the text, 
only the references to the main corpora (no transcription of 
the texts, which seems to be a general feature of the volume).

The study of Federica Gatto, one of the editors of the vol-
ume is focusing on votive inscriptions related to the activ-
ity of the officinae of quarries3. She argues – as in many of 
her previous studies – that the mining activities had several 
“functional” divinities related to the different processes and 
the nature of the mining activity (Terra Mater related to the 
earth works, Neptunus to the water sources, Mercurius to 
the transportation, etc.). The study examines the nature of 
the tutelary divinities of various mining officinae. The study 
begins with the epigraphic material of Luna, the same mate-
rial presented in the previous study followed by the presen-
tation of divinities associated with the mining officinae in the 
different imperial estates. Silvanus from Saint Béat, Koralpe, 
Arulis, Wadi Hammamat, Wadi Umm Wikala (associated 
with Pan), Jupiter Optimus Maximus and Hercules Saxanus 
from Brohl, Rashoe and Norroy.

The study of Diana Gorostidi Pi, Anna Gutiérrez Garcia 
and Jordi López Vilar presents two of the recently identi-
fied monumental niches at the El Mèdol quarries in the 
eastern part of Tarraco. The impressive stone quarry is one 
of the most well-preserved quarries in the Roman Empire 
and it is the first evidence for religious practices right in the 
quarry itself. The two relatively large niches in the North-
Western part of the quarry are like those found at the Brohl 
valley dedicated to Hercules Saxanus. Although there were 
no inscriptions found in the niches, the authors collect the 
known inscriptions and the attested divinities (especially 
the importance of Silvanus).

Gian Luca Gregori presents in his article the cult of 
Mercurius around Brescia, arguing that the economic pros-
perity of the city can be related to the extraction activities 
and quarries in the vicinity. The article focuses on the social 
groups (especially the urban and senatorial elite) related to 
the commercial use and production of limestone and marble 
monuments (quarries in Botticino and the case study of the 
sanctuary at Sant’Eufemia).

The next five chapters are focusing on aspects of Roman 
religion in the mining districts. The study of Christophe 
Flament is focusing on the pantheon of the Laurion (Greece) 
2  WOLLMANN 1996. 
3  The study summarizes the research project of the author entitled „Les dieux 
honorés dans les mines et les carriéres de l’Empire romain” (PDR T023419F).

mining district. What is makes special this region, is that in 
contrast with many other archaeological sites and regions, 
here one can rely not only on the epigraphic and archaeo-
logical material, but also on literary sources too. The author 
presents those short passages, where the mining activity 
from Laurion is mentioned (although most of them are from 
pre-Roman periods). Flament also presents the theophoric 
denominations of the mines with an impressive list of names 
preserved on inscriptions. The article analyses also the divin-
ities associated with sanctuaries mentioned directly in the 
mines and on other, epigraphic sources. 

The study of Alfred Hirt is focusing on the pantheon of 
the mining communities of Alburnus Maior in the context 
of the urban religion of Ampelum and Apulum, the two 
major towns in the region. Hirt argues, that the pantheon 
of the Illyrian communities is influenced not only by their 
cultural and professional background as miners, but also by 
the religious hegemony and impact of the two large settle-
ments of the region. Hirt rightly argued, that the influence 
of Medieval religiosity of the miners could influence the 
researchers of the 1980s and 1990s. He shifted the focus 
of the research on the idea, that the political and economic 
hubs of the golden district and Dacia Superior (Ampelum 
and Apulum) had actually a stronger impact on the commu-
nities and not necessarily their professional role. This idea 
seems to be plausible, although it worth also emphasizing 
the isolated nature of these communities (linguistic, cul-
tural) and the presence of some unique divine attestations in 
Alburnus Maior which indicates the cultural identity of the 
Dalmatian communities. 

The detailed study of Antonio Ibba is focusing on the case 
study of Sardinia in a longue durée perspective from 200 BC 
till the early Medieval Ages (7–8th century AD). His study 
presents the topography and the various epigraphic evidence 
(preserved in several languages, such as Punic, Greek, Latin) 
related to the mines and quarries of the island.

Linda Gosner’s article presents the funerary practices 
and commemoration rituals in the so-called Iberian Pyrite 
Belt in the southwest part of the provinces of Lusitania and 
Boetica. She identified some of the unusual features, objects 
and rituals related to the graveyards of the mining communi-
ties in this region. 

Finally, the last study of the volume by Almudena Orejas, 
Inés Sastre, Francisco Javier Sánchez-Palencia and Brais 
Xosé Currás presents 53 case studies (votive inscriptions) of 
indigenous population and their religious dedications in the 
north-western part of Iberia.

The volume represents a rich collection of case studies 
from various provinces (predominantly Iberia and Dacia, 
two of the richest provinces in mining resources). The vol-
ume does not intend to present a comprehensive overview of 
quarries and mines and all the votive material attested in the 
vicinity of these: such an aim would need a long-term project 
and as the local case studies, as Roman Dacia shows, map-
ping the marble and stone quarries are still an ongoing work 
in Roman provincial archaeology4. Several provinces, such as 
Dalmatia or Moesia Superior, where mines and quarries 
were also attested are not represented in the volume. The 

4  This was partially collected in HIRT 2010.
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proceedings edited by Federica Gatto and Françoise Van 
Haeperen represents a unique and very useful initiative 
focusing for the first time on the religious life of the mining 
communities in the Roman Empire.
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